Kindergarten and 1st Grade

Concepts About Print
How to Help Your Child Learn About Books

As children begin to read, they need to know how books work. They need fo learn how to hold a
book so it is right side up, where a book begins, and how to fturn the pages. They also must
understand that the words on a page have meaning and that in English we start at the top of the
page and read the words from left to right and from top to bottom. As children —

get more experienced, they learn what a period or a question mark at the end
of a sentence means. Teachers call these skills Concepts About Print.

Without understanding how words, sentences, and books work, children can
have trouble learning to read and write. You can help your child learn about

books.

Games to Play with Children to Help Them Understand How Books Work f‘
There are many fun games you can play with your children o help them

learn how books work. Here are just a few ideas:
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fRead ing Books Together

The best way to help your child learn how books work is to
read o him every day. Sit down next to your child or
hold him on your lap. When you read, every so often—

Ask your child where the front of the book is.

Turn to the first page and ask your child where you
should start reading. If he doesn't know, point to the
first word at the top of the page.

Point to the words as you read, showing him that you
are reading across the page from left to right.

When you get to the end of the line, ask where you
should start reading next.

Show him that you go down to the next line and point
out the words as you read from left to right. Help him
learn that you are going from the top line to the
bottom line.

Have fun reading with your child.

(Read it again!

Children love to have you read the
same book over and over. When
you read a book a second time, see
if your child can point out the
front of the book and the back of
the book, where to start reading,
and how to read across the page
from left to right. Ask her to
point to one word. Ask her to point
to two letters and then two words.
This sounds easy, but young
children are just learning about
letters and words. You might have
to show letters and words to your
child several times while she is
learning.
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Kindergarten and 1st Grade

Mose House Is This? \

If your child has learned how to point to one or two
letters and can point to one or fwo words, he may be
ready to learn about sentences. Read the Whose House Is
This book with your child. When you get to the end of a
sentence, point to the period and tell your child what it is.
Say something like, "This is a period. It tells us that we
have come to the end of the sentence. It's like a little
ball. Can you point to another period?” Point to a question
mark and tell your child what it is. See if he can find
another question mark in the book.

You also can show your child the quotation marks that
show where Sally is talking. They are at the beginning of
the sentence where Sally starts talking and at the end
when she stops (* "). There is an exclamation point in the

story too () It shows where Sally gets excited when she
kﬂlizes that she has found a mouse house. /

fWr'iTe My Story R

Ask your child to draw a picture of something
that interests her. Then, ask her to tell you
about the picture. Below the picture, write
down what she says. Read it back to her,
pointing to the words as you read them. Do
this again with other pictures. You can collect
these pictures and staple them together to
make a book. Then you and your child can
read her book together, starting on the left
side of the page and pointing to the words as
you read. When your child gets older, she can
kwr'i‘re down the words herself. y




Kindergarten and 1st Grade

-
Letter and Word Detective

Have your child cut up the sheet of letters and
simple words. Have him put them in a sack or

bowl and then mix them up. Show your child the
words of the popular song, Wheels on the Bus. Have
your child reach in the sack and pull out an item, such as
the letter "d" or the word "bus.” Have him find the letter or word in the

story. Try it again with other songs we have included in the packef.
\_ J

(Wha'l"s the Story? )

Part of reading books is learning that
stories have a beginning, midd/e and
end. Have your child cut apart the
pictures. Read the short stories we
have included to your child. After
each sentence, have her find the
picture that matches the sentence.
For example, you read: "The cat sees a
vase of flowers on the table.” Your
child then finds the picture of the cat
looking at the flowers on the table.

Have her find the pictures that match
the other two sentences. After

reading the story, ask her what
happened at the beginning of the

story, in the middle and at the end. )
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Whose House Is This?

Whose House Is This? Sally saw a tiny house in her yard.
was created by the

[\ . n
University of Nevada Cooperative Extension She asked, Who lives here?

for the No one answered.
Washoe County School District

Striving Readers program for parents.

"Could it be a lamb? No, lambs are
too big."
“Could it be a dog? No, dogs are
too big."
"Could it be a kitten? No, even a
kitten would not fit in this
@ Univesiyoffevada little house. A kitten is bigger
than my shoe.”

The University of Nevada, Reno is an Equal Employment Opportunity/Affirmative Action
employer and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, age, creed,
national origin, veteran status, physical or mental disability, and sexual orientation in any
program or activity it operates. The University of Nevada employs only United States citizens
and aliens lawfully authorized to work in the United States.




"T wonder who lives here."

Just then, a tiny face appeared in the window.

4
Yo
"Oh, my!

This house belongs to a mousel!”

So, Sally made a little sign to put over the
front door. Can you tell what it says?

i

Mguze House

The mouse was very happy.



Letter and Word Detective

Story 1

The wheels on the bus go round
and round, round and round,
round and round. The wheels on
the bus go round and round, all
around the town.

Story 2

The eensy, weensy spider went up
the water spout. Down came the
rain and washed the spider out. Out
came the sun and dried up all the
rain. And, the eensy, weensy spider
went up the spout again.

Story 3

Hush a bye baby, on the tree top.
When the wind blows the cradle
will rock. When the bough breaks,
the cradle will fall, and down will
come baby, cradle and all.




Letter and Word Detective

a h

d
TBEE
W r n T

and

the

O

on all




What's the Story?

Story 1
A cat sees some flowers on the table.
The cat plays with the flowers.
The cat jumps off the table.

Story 2
The dog sniffs in the grass.
He finds a dog biscuit.
He gobbles it up.

Story 3
Dwight puts some cereal in his bowl.
Carefully, he pours in some milk.
He eats all the cereal.
Then, he drinks the rest of the milk from the bowl.

Story 4
Two bears have balloons.
One bear holds the balloons while the other swings.
The bear looses a balloon.
The bears cry because they lost the balloon.
They share the last balloon.



What's the Story? Story 1




What's the Story? Story 2




What's the Story? Story 3
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What's the Story? Story 4
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